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Advantages of grass growth regulation

Reduce Costs
Grass management can take a significant part of  
a Local Authorities highways budget. The CUTAWAY 
Programme can reduce costs and improve 
road safety. 

Enhance Appearance
The enhanced visual appearance provided by a more 
effective grass management programme will reduce 
the time and burden of dealing with public complaints.

Reduce Disruption
Cutting the number of times grass will require mowing 
or strimming will reduce noise and disruption in 
villages and urban areas.

Managing bends, sightlines and 
around signs

CUTAWAY can be very effectively employed to 
maintain sightlines around road curves and bends 
and at junction visibility splays to improve road safety.

The CUTAWAY Programme could halve the costly 
requirement for mowing and strimming across 
extensive areas of road junctions and inaccessible 
areas – with major time and cost saving benefits, 
as well as causing less disturbance to beneficial 
environmental areas.
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Roadside Verge Trial Results

A major trunk road in the north of England, 
demonstrated the persistent reduction in grass 
growth from CUTAWAY applications. Visual 
assessments on the 4m wide treated swath 
showed over 80% height reduction from a 
single July CUTAWAY application three weeks 
after an initial mowing. 

More than eight weeks after treatment the 
CUTAWAY application was still showing 
more than 50% height reduction.

CUTAWAY

Untreated

CUTAWAY COST SAVING POTENTIAL
Urban and Rural Roadside Verges
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Airfields and MoD Establishments

The CUTAWAY Programme for airports and 
MoD establishments would typically involve 
three applications of CUTAWAY over the 
course of the season.

In some instances the CUTAWAY Programme 
may eliminate any need to cut. However, one 
cut in early June may be required to keep 
grassland tidy and limit grass seed food 
sources that encourage bird flocks. 

Benefits of CUTAWAY to reduce mowing alongside 
runways and on MoD grassland areas:

	 Significant cost savings
	 Lower carbon footprint
	 Fewer external contractors on site
	 Reduced risk of birdstrike
	� Maximise the environmental benefit  

of undisturbed habitat	

Airfields and MoD Grassland Areas

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Conventional = Mow x12
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Average monthly number of birdstrikes 2005–2008

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

62 58

77 79

148

195 203 194

165

96

56

236

Grass seed head production
Number of CAA recorded birdstrikes  
per year (Average 2005–2008)

Source: Civil Aviation Authority

Conventional CUTAWAY

Airfields and MoD Establishments
 1500kg CO2 

per ha - 46%
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REDUCTION

Source: Cranfield University

 

£ Cutaway Programme Vs tractor mounted 
mowers Airfields and MoD Establishments

- 16%
Source: Cranfield University

CUTAWAY COST SAVING POTENTIAL

Advantages of grass growth regulation

More Effective Bird Scaring
Maintaining grass height below 12–15cm enables 
bird scaring practices to be more effective – including 
gas guns, aerial kites and flying hawks.

Reduced Disruption
CUTAWAY can reduce the disruption of mowing and 
the risk of tractors operating on airfields. 

Improved Security
With reduced mowing operations fewer external 
contractors operating on site also reduces the cost 
and time of security monitoring.

Birdstrikes

The Civil Aviation Authority reports an average of over 
1500 birdstrike incidences a year at UK airports, with 
the highest numbers – more than 200 a month – in 
mid-summer when grass is growing and seeding.



13  Cutaway grass growth regulator

Amenity Grassland and Industrial Sites

The CUTAWAY Programme can reduce the 
requirement for mowing and strimming of 
non-intensively managed grassland around 
industrial sites by over 60%. 

The Programme would involve two 
applications of CUTAWAY, in combination 
with five cuts per season, compared to 
eight or ten cuts with a conventional 
management system.

Grass managed with the CUTAWAY 
Programme through to the autumn is slower 
to start growing in the spring, maintaining 
better control all year round and greater 
flexibility for mowing.

Benefits of CUTAWAY to reduce mowing on Amenity 
Grassland & Industrial Sites include:

	 Significant cost savings
	 Lower carbon footprint
	 Longer lasting results with tidy grass areas
	 Cleaner cut and neater appearance
	 Greater flexibility for mowing regimes
	 Reduced operating costs for machinery	

Industrial sites grassland

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Conventional = Mow x10
CUTAWAY Programme = CUTAWAY x2 + Mow x5
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Advantages of grass growth regulation

Customer Satisfaction 
With slower regrowth after cutting, customers are 
more satisfied with grass management programmes.

Reduced Noise
Disruptive noise pollution of mowers, strimmers 
and blowers around office sites will be significantly 
reduced.

Higher Workrates
With labour availability increasingly difficult to  
find during the grass growing season, CUTAWAY 
can enable operators and contractors to look after 
larger areas and release more time for essential 
maintenance. 

Less Disruption 
Spraying of CUTAWAY can be undertaken  
without the cost and disruption of notifying the 
public to move cars and clear traffic required 
for verge mowing.

Greater Flexibility 
If mowing opportunities are limited in wet seasons, 
the slower growing CUTAWAY treated grass gives 
greater flexibility to the cutting programme whilst 
maintaining visual quality.

Neater Results 
Mowing shorter CUTAWAY treated grass is faster 
and cleaner, with fewer clumps of long grass. 
Shorter clippings quickly burn up and disappear. 
Problems with long clippings being washed into 
drainage systems and blocking drains can be 
virtually eliminated. 

Reduced Costs 
With 50% less mowing maintenance costs on 
mowers can be halved. Depreciation on the high 
capital cost of machinery can be significantly 
reduced, or replacement policy extended to reduce 
capital expenditure. 

Conventional CUTAWAY

Amenity Grassland and 
Industrial Sites

770kg CO2 
per ha - 48%

CARBON 
FOOTPRINT 
REDUCTION

Source: Cranfield University
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Source: Cranfield University



CUTAWAY Application

CUTAWAY is applied at a rate of 6 l/ha in a water 
volume of 300 to 1000 litres of water. A maximum 
of three applications are permitted per year (total 
dose 18 l/ha). Application at the lower water volume 
can help to maximise output per day from spraying 
equipment and optimise spray retention on the leaf. 
Higher volumes may be required to give good 
coverage of denser foliage.

Application may be from conventional boom sprayer 
or specialist vehicle mounted sprayer for roadside 
verge or embankment work. CUTAWAY may also be 
applied by knapsack sprayer where grass is being 
treated in inaccessible areas.

Fast uptake of CUTAWAY into the grass plant 
ensures applications are quickly rainfast. This makes 
the product easy to schedule in wet summers, when 
cutting regimes can be severely disrupted. It also 
minimises the risk of environmental loss.

The inherently low hazard risk of CUTAWAY  
means that only the wearing of suitable gloves  
is necessary, although the wearing of protective 
coveralls, gloves and appropriate footwear is 
advocated for good practice. 

The CUTAWAY Programme must be applied by an 
approved contractor, following the Defra Code of 
Practice for the application of plant protection 
products. 

Using approved CUTAWAY contractors will ensure 
the safe and accurate application, designed to 
achieve the best possible results. 

Operators must be fully trained and compliant with 
the application of pesticides and hold the necessary 
PA Certificate of Competence (www.nptc.org.uk). 
Where CUTAWAY is applied in conjunction with a 
herbicide, appropriate PPE should be worn.

The CUTAWAY Programme will include a full training 
package for operators compliant with COSHH, 
HACCP and due diligence requirements. 

Key CUTAWAY benefits for operators:

	 Easy to use formulation
	 Application by boom sprayer or knapsack
	 Network of approved contractors
	 HSE compliant training schemes
	 Minimal PPE requirement
	 No buffer zone requirement	
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S-pac delivery

The S-pac is designed 
to be SAFE, SIMPLE 
and SECURE.
CUTAWAY will be supplied in the new easy to handle 
and simple to use Syngenta S-pac. 

•	 Easily and safely handled, reducing the risk of 		
	 spillage during pouring and filling the sprayer

•	 Easy and fast to rinse out

•	 Fully recyclable

The Syngenta S-pac design has eliminated the need 
for a foil seal, making it quick and easy to use and 
removing the hazardous waste foil, which required 
an alternative waste disposal route.

In practice, the S-pac can reduce the time spent filling the sprayer and 
washing out containers by over 50%.

A tamper-evident lid and unique security measures give greater assurance 
that it is a genuine Syngenta quality product.

No foil closure to remove, enabling easy opening and reduced exposure to 
contaminated material.

•	 Knurly caps & ergonomic handles

•	 Smooth-sided easy pour 
	 bottle range

•	 Rigid bottles

•	 No foil seal

•	 Visi strip

•	 Easy pour

•	 Quick rinse

•	 Tamper-evident security cap

•	 Exclusive Syngenta label with 
	 varnish logo



The CUTAWAY Programme creates:

	 Significant cost savings
	 Lower carbon footprint
	 Less disruption to the traffic network
	 Less exposure of workers to dangers when mowing
	 Longer lasting results with tidy grass area
	 Cleaner cut and better appearance
	 Greater flexibility for mowing regimes
	 Reductions in operating costs for machinery
	 Fewer complaints
	� Opportunities for local authorities and contractors  

to meet targets more effectively

	

Syngenta Crop Protection UK Ltd.,Registered in England, No 849037, CPC4, Capital Park, Fulbourn, Cambridge, CB21 5XE.
Tel: 01223 883400  Fax: 01223 880155 

CUTAWAY® is a Registered Trademark of a Syngenta Group Company. CUTAWAY® (MAPP 14445, PCS 03683) contains 
trinexapac-ethyl. Always read the label. Use pesticides safely. ©Syngenta AG June 2009. GQ 00471.

	 Distributed in the UK and Ireland by Scotts Professional
	 Scotts Professional Tel: 0871 220 5353   Email: prof.sales@scotts.com

www.cutawayuk.com
www.cutawayie.com


